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JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; Ranger is just  a rake, a mere rake', and a lively young1 fellow, but no character'
The great Douglas Cause'" was at this time a very j;ener,d subject of discussion. I found he had not studio! it with much attention, but had only heard parts of it occasionally. He, however, talked of it, and said, ' I am of opinion that positive proof of fraud should not bo required of the plaintiff, but that the Judges should decide: according as probability shall appear to preponderate, granting to the defendant the presumption of filiation to be strong in his favour. And I think too, that a good deal of weight should be a! In wed to the dying declarations, because they were spontaneous. There is a great difference between what is said \vitlumt our being urged to it, and what is said from a kind of cnjnpul-.ion. If I praise a man's book without being asked my opinion "i it, that is honest praise, to which one may trust. But if an authour asks me if I like his book, anil I give him •.•uiji-lhin;; like praise, it must not be taken as in}' real opinion.'
1 Madame Riceohoni, writing to (Jarriek from Paris on Srpf. v, r;c<K, says:—'On ne supporterait point, iri I'indtVenre tic K.mp.ft, !.<••> u>••••• indeccns Fran<;ai.s deviennent drlieats sur lew i!i«'-."itiv. ,t nu-aiir IJH'I! . Ic sont moins dans leur eomluite.' (ntrrhk's ('(>//,-•». ii, !;.);;.
a 'The question in dispute was as to the heitship of Mi, An iiil<.iM Douglas. If he were really the. son of Lady Jam- Hutu-Li-., h«- u.»u!i| inherit large family estates; but if he were support it IMU-., thru fhrv would doseend to the Duke of Hamilton. The Juil^i". u! ihr ("»«iut of Session had been divided in opinion,right, ugainst "u-v«-u, tin- i.»»ul President Dundas giving1 the casting vote in favour of ihr Ihila* »4 Hamilton; and in consequence of it lie and srvrral othn1 u{ ihr iu«l^r-» had, on the reversal hy the Lords, their houses lUtat krd \t\ t\ HIM!.. U is said, but not upon condu.sive authority, that Boswrl) hunvU hr.uSrd the mob which hroke his own father's window*.' f,?tfi-t\ •</' /.v-i.^v//, p. 86. See post, April 27,1773, l>-"tl Hoswi*H's //r-^/vVA-i. < Jci. .54 ,-f,, 177 5, Mr. J. H. Burton, in his /.//<• <>f Hume Ui. i S'»i, .suy,H; • Mm .il»»m i*» meet each other in company used to lay an injuuetioij on tlu'inirlvr-* not to open their lips on thu subject, so fruitful wan it in »lrUtii»» and brawls.' Boswell, according to tho Ilodleian catalogue, was U»«' .m-thour of Jlorwttlo, A fyantsk Ta!<\ 1767. In thbs tale thi* I)i»uKUi-> cause is narrated under the thinnest disguise. It iri reviewed in ih»* Gent. Maif. for 1767, p. 361.
• I have-. It certainly would be a pity, i
